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Music Education

Music education is a field of study associated with the teaching and learning of music. More than merely teaching notes
and rhythms, music education seeks to develop the whole person. It touches on the development of the affective domain,
including music appreciation and sensitivity. It helps to develop fine motor skills in students who play instruments. And it
expands cognitive development through the recognition and interpretation of musical notation. The incorporation of music
training from preschool to postsecondary education is common in most nations because involvement in music is
considered a fundamental component of human culture and behaviour. Each culture possesses its own musical
language that reflects its own traditions, concerns, and activities. In elementary schools, children often learn to play
instruments such as keyboards or recorders, sing in small choirs, and learn about the elements of musical sound and
history of music. Although music education in many nations has traditionally emphasized Western classical music, in
recent decades music educators tend to incorporate application and history of non-western music to give a well-rounded
musical experience and teach multiculturalism and international understanding. In primary and secondary schools,
students may often have the opportunity to perform in some type of musical ensemble, such as a choir, orchestra, or
school band: concert band, marching band, or jazz band. In some secondary schools, additional music classes may also
be available. In junior high school or its equivalent, music usually continues to be a required part of the curriculum.
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